EPU CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2008-2009
Dear Friends (and Polios)

Today’s General Meeting in Lille is the third such meeting to bring the members of the EPU together and follows our meetings in Brussels and Rheinsburg. I wish to thank you for your presence here today. Indeed every one of you has had to make a very considerable effort to be here in person. 

Now that our Articles of Association have been filed with a Notary in Brussels, this is the first time that the EPU meets as a formally recognized body. As a consequence the annual report and the financial report are now fixed and legally required features of the proceedings. I shall present the report and invite you, after responding to your questions, to give it your approval. 

The executive board, which is made up of Hugh Hamilton, Els Symons, Philip Rendtorff  and interim treasurer Margret Embry has met three times. First on 13/14 January 2009 in London at the British Polio Fellowship, and subsequently in Leyden on 14 April 2009 and yesterday the 18th of September.   The executive board has now been joined by a medical adviser, Doctor Frans Nollet.

The definitive appointment of Margret and the addition of Dr Frans Nollet must be confirmed by theAnnual General Meeting later on in this session. 

At the London meeting the executive board learnt of the resignation of Heike Littlewood, of the British Polio Fellowship, due to a number of organizational difficulties. The upshot of this has been that our principal office has been established in Brussels and that we have registered our articles of association there as well. 

The British Polio Fellowship is holding its national meeting today and is represented here by its member, Mr Evans. We wish to express our gratitude to the Fellowship for its continued support for our organization. 

The articles of association that we formalized in Brussels are very largely the same as the rules that were drawn by our friends in the UK. Inevitably a number of terms have had to be adapted to those current in the country of registration. The objectives (specifically the four points contained in our pamphlet) have been taken up in the articles of association. 

Two proposals being put forward today (joining and membership) and (voting rights) are aimed at extending support for our organization. On the one hand we want as many organizations as possible to become members while on the other hand we want the big organizations to have a greater say in the decision-making process. 

These proposals were put forward by the executive board in Rheinsberg although a decision was delayed to give everybody a chance to think about the way our association ought to function in the future. We hope that this piece of outstanding business can be brought to a conclusion today. 

For let us be perfectly clear, the job facing us today is to break through the temporary logjam obstructing the progress of our organization and to start using our energies to further the objectives of our association, namely improving the lot of European Polios throughout Europe and to do this by improving the coordination of our interests both inside and outside the European Parliament. 

Once again I refer to the four points of our programme. Four points that after an extended  and broadly based debate we have taken up in our pamphlet. That discussion has now come to and end and it is now a matter of putting the points into action. 

As your President I am pleased to be able to inform you that new organizations are waiting to join us. 

Even so the past year was not a good year for the EPU. The executive board had to cope with resignations, the transfer of our administrative offices, illness, and a great deal of administrative red tape. 

I am immensely grateful to the executive board for their work and in particular to Margret Embry. We have devoted a great deal of energy and wasted a lot of time with these matters this year and I sincerely hope that we can say that this is now at an end. 

Allow me to refer to the five point plan discussed in Rheinsberg. Two of these objectives have been achieved. The three others were not. The extension of the EPU to our friends in Eastern Europe has been warmly welcomed and the executive board will be doing everything in its power to make sure that satisfactory contacts and communications are established with our friends in these countries. 

Despite a faltering start, we are now able to present our website. Communications regarding numerous issues have been much improved. Here I would especially like to thank John McFarlane and Els Symons. We now have an effective communications instrument available to us and we will be extending and developing it in the coming months. 

Our other objectives have not been achieved. This is a distressing observation; nonetheless I am sure that you understand that everybody in the executive board is an unpaid volunteer. 

Even so there is good news, namely that our friends Daniel Peltzer, Brigitte Bonnin and Michel Dives have compiled a questionnaire and that is now a matter of getting the reply forms completed. Thank you, thank you - we shall be looking to see if we can optimize this work by using our website. 

I was able to complete the formalities of registering our articles of association in Brussels, without the help of clerks or employees, in three months. The articles now exist on paper and can be refined and amended as we please, however, I beg of you not to turn this meeting into a technical filibuster.   Some may wonder why it is so important to give our Europe-wide organization legal status?  Well from now on and because we exist as a registered association, we can submit dossiers and file applications with various official bodies and the European Parliament.   Furthermore the existence of a legal structure allows us to receive subsidies and to seek sponsors. Finally our membership of the FAIB in Brussels gives us the added advantage that donations to us can be set against taxation in the most advantageous way. 

In other words our Mercedes, Renault, Volvo, Maserati now has an engine ... let’s take it for a drive …. but where is our map? Where are we going and what road should we take? 

Once again I refer to the four points of our pamphlet. 

The proposal put forward by the executive board reads as follows: 

 “the EPU is planning to organize a PPS conference in 2010/2011. We have discussed this with our medical advisor  Prof. Dr. Frans Nollet. The idea is to organize 1 day for (para)medical people/researchers. During that day they can discuss a uniform guideline for the diagnosis and treatment of PPS, completed and current research and research that still needs to be done, etc. On that day they can form a European PPS platform consisting of medical people/researchers. The following 2 days there will be a conference with lectures/workshops for and given by the (para) medical people/researchers AND for PATIENTS. 
 

For the purposes of the practical organization and obtaining funding for this conference, it is important for us to know roughly how many (para) medical people/researchers are interested in taking part in a conference of this kind and who might be willing to make a contribution by giving a lecture or workshop.
 

Consequently we are asking you to contact (para) medical people/researchers, such as physicians (neurologists, rehabilitation doctors/psychiatrists, and others), physical therapists, etc., who are interested in PPS. Explain to them what the plans are for the conference and ask them whether they would be willing to come and/or contribute to a conference of this kind. 
I will tell you my own views in this respect later on. 

We intend to proceed to the appointment of a working group. This group will be asked to develop a campaign plan, work out a sponsor programme, and determine the content of the 2011 Congress by December of this year. The working group will be constituted in the next few weeks. The results of their work will be examined by the executive board in early January 2010. Every aspect will be given full consideration. As your President I give you my solemn undertaking that I will ensure that we stick to the proposed timetable. 

It will be clear to all that it is only now that we have finally got to this state of readiness. We now have got to get on with it.   AS Jim Morrison once sung:   

“No time to wallow in the mire, come on baby, light my fire…”

Time to get our asses in gear! 

Apart from this it continues to be of the utmost importance to exchange all information and details of opportunities. The collection of information, exchanging ideas, and the continued development of our website are our priorities.   

All assistance is welcome. If you think that you can contribute in some way or other, the executive board will be all too happy to listen to every new proposal made in the next few hours. 

Finally may I misquote a line from the inaugural address of the late President J.F. Kennedy, and say to you, “And so, my fellow Polios: ask not what the EPU can do for you - ask what you can do for the EPU”. 

